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Dakota Flora: A Seasonal Sampler. By David J. Ode. 
Pierre: South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 
2006. 260 pp. Photographs, appendices, bibliography, 
index. $29.95 paper. 
There are few books on the plants of the Great Plains, 
and most of these are too technical to appeal to average 
Book Reviews 
readers, even those interested in natural history. Thank-
fully, this situation has changed with the arrival of David 
1. Ode's Dakota Flora: A Seasonal Sampler. 
Ode, a botanist and ecologist with the South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish, and Parks, has been writing 
about the plants of his home state since 1987, when he 
began a regular column in South Dakota Conservation Di-
gestmagazine. This body of work provided the basic mate-
rial for the 82 different plants profiled in Dakota Flora. 
Ode's book is not a "flora" or field guide in the tradi-
tional sense. It does not treat every, or even most, species 
of flora in South Dakota, nor is its main purpose to aid in 
identification. It is, just as the title says, a sampler of some 
of the more important, distinctive, and interesting plants 
that occur across the state. But, in helping the reader 
better understand the featured plants, it opens up the 
fascinating world of botany to the enjoyment of a much 
broader audience. 
As you would expect from a professional botanist, 
there is plenty of good information about the biology and 
ecology ofthese plants. Thanks to Ode's accessible style, 
this information is conveyed with little jargon and maxi-
mum wonder. As an added bonus, Ode weaves in histori-
cal information, folklore, traditional uses, even poetry, 
all of which subtly reinforce the notion that plants really 
are important and worth knowing about. 1 particularly 
enjoyed Ode's personal anecdotes, since he knows these 
plants so well from years offield experience. 
The wide variety of plants covered in Dakota Flora 
helps convey the remarkable diversity of the plant world, 
from familiar trees like bur oak to tiny, seldom seen 
things like prairie moonwort, a fern, and from common 
weeds like kochia (tumbleweed) to rarities like Dakota 
buckwheat. The profiles are arranged by seasons, with 
plants grouped according to the time of year when they 
are most noticeable in the landscape. 
Dakota Flora will not only inform readers about plant 
life, it will increase their understanding of the complex 
but often subtle ecology of the Great Plains. Ode profiles 
plants from across South Dakota, from trillium and other 
delicate wildflowers of eastern woodlands, to tough-as-
nails badlanders like gumbo-lily. Persons unfamiliar with 
the flora ofthe Great Plains will likely be surprised at the 
diversity. 
The informative, enjoyable profile texts are comple-
mented by color photographs, most of them taken by the 
author. Three helpful appendices accompany the main 
body of the book. 
While Ode's original columns were aimed toward a 
South Dakota readership, the information provided in 
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Dakota Flora would be of interest and value to anyone 
living in the northern Great Plains. Plants don't pay at-
tention to state lines. 
As a book, Dakota Flora is hard to categorize. It is 
a nature guide, but not necessarily the sort you take on 
a hike to help identify plants. Reading it through before 
the hike or after will help you see better and understand 
more deeply. James H. Locklear, Nebraska Statewide 
Arboretum, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
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